FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Bob Brischetto 

210-413-7264 or rbrischetto@wireweb.net
Scouting Underway for Medina River Cleanup May 1
One of the challenges of this year’s river cleanup is to remove a large dumpster  mangled by the flood of 1978, washed down river and deposited along the shoreline of Bridlegate Ranch. After paddling 40 of the 50 miles of the Medina River within Bandera County, scouts have pinpointed plenty of trash in preparation for the river cleanup on May 1.
With the cooperation of landowners and ranchers along the river, trucks and tractors on cleanup day will remove trash items too large to fit into canoes. Land owners are asked to report any river trash near their property to the cleanup coordinator Bob Brischetto at 210-413-7264.
The annual Medina River Cleanup has increasingly been a draw for paddlers from throughout the state. Most of them regard the river in Bandera, shaded by giant Cyprus trees, as the most beautiful river in Texas. Last year 177 participants from 26 Texas towns participated. 
Benefitting from more than 20 inches of rain in 2010, the Tenth Annual Medina River Cleanup is expected to attract even more this year. Last year, after a two-year drought, four sections could not be paddled because of low water. This year all twelve sections of the Medina River in Bandera County will be covered. 

Co-sponsors of the cleanup are the Texas River Protection Fund, the Lake Medina Conservation Society, Bandera County River Authority and Groundwater District, the Bandera Economic Development Corporation and Bandera County. The city has provided a dumpster for trash and Dave Cox of Bandera will coordinate recycling at the cleanup.
At the end of cleanup day, participants and contributors to the Medina River Protection Fund will gather at the city park dam for a three-meat barbecue cooked by County Commissioner Bobby Harris. There will be pickin’ and singin’ by the Mesquite Trio. Here’s the schedule for the event:
April 30 and May 1: Free camping at Bandera City Park and Pioneer River Resort

May 1, 9-12 am: Registration at entrance to the city park. Free t-shirts to all participants. From 5-7 pm: Barbecue at city park near the dam. From 6-8 pm: Singin’ and Pickin’ with the Mesquite Trio and local talent Kathy Bates of Medina Lake.
The cleanup is held each year by the Medina River Protection Fund, a public charity. The fund was established as a perpetual fund to engage residents in all parts of the county in a community-wide effort to preserve and protect the river.  Don Sloan is treasurer. The 2010 goal for the river fund is to raise $15,000.
For more information on the river cleanup and fund drive, maps of the Medina River and section heads, visit the Fund’s website at www.MedinaRiver.net or call Bob Brischetto, cleanup coordinator, at 830-612-3643. Tax deductible donations may be made out to the Medina River Protection Fund and sent to PO Box 417, Lakehills, TX 78063.
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